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• Annual Banquet: Similar to the film, this event is 
an annual event, and every other year we hold 
our awards review. We are fortunate to have had 
some wonderful speakers at these events and 
we strive to get new and unique speakers each 
year.

• Supporting donation to AIA PA: We have been 
strong supporters of our partners at AIA PA, both 
in funding and in our time spent attending state 
level events. Our name is proudly included on 
the donation wall at the AIA PA headquarters 
building in Harrisburg, which is a wonderful 
achievement for a small all-volunteer group like 
ours.

• Newsletter: Our chapter works hard to provide 
three newsletters per year to our members. This 
newsletter includes a calendar of upcoming 
events, articles written about local events, tours 
and projects, as well as other miscellaneous 
information that may be useful or interesting to 
our members. All of these articles are written 
by the volunteers on our Board of Directors, but 
we always welcome articles submitted by our 
members when interested.

• Participation on state AIA PA committees: Some 
of our Board members are also participants 
on State AIA committees and spend time on 
conference calls and at meetings making sure 
our voice is heard at the state level.

Of course, there are numerous other tasks that I have 
not listed, including the time dedicated to monthly 
meetings to discuss our next steps and our continuing 
dialog on how we can provide even better service to 
our membership. While my time as AIA NEPA Chapter 
President is soon coming to an end, I look forward 
to continuing my involvement with the Board and 
working with my colleagues and friends to keep our 
local chapter strong and productive for our members.  
I hope that we can continue to expand this list, and 
at the very least continue to be a great example 
to other local chapters of how far the dedication of 
many volunteers can take you. Of course, it’s easy 
to succeed at this when you have a great group of 
people who care about making the region a better 
place to live and work.

Nick Snyder, RA, AIA
President – AIA NEPA
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President’s Message

Recently I was the recipient of a long string of emails 
sent to all of the AIA Presidents from the local chapters 
around the nation. Normally I don’t pay much attention 
to the numerous responses that come attached to 
such emails, mainly because they typically include 
more complaints than constructive insights. However, 
this particular string of emails became quite interesting 
and I started to read each and every detail that found 
its way into my inbox. The simple question with a not-
so-simple answer: “Does anyone have a graphic that 
can be used for our local (repositioning) town hall that 
shows how our dues are spent when they get to AIA 
National?” 

As you might suspect, a question like this being sent 
to all local chapter presidents sparked quite a range 
of opinionated responses on national dues and what 
does National AIA do for us. While I will spare you 
on the enormous array of responses and my opinion 
on these, it did remind me of all the things we (at 
the local level) try to do for our members so that our 
small local chapter is delivering valuable information 
and planning events for our members. Of course, 
we are a small non-profit group made up entirely of 
volunteers, so I must say that I am proud of the group 
of Architects that I am fortunate to volunteer with and 
who have become more than colleagues to me. I am 
thankful that so many of our local Architects are willing 
to sacrifice their limited free time in order to build a 
stronger architectural community for our region. 

It was an interesting exercise for me to list all the 
things our local chapter does on an annual basis, 
so I thought it would be nice to share that list with 
everyone (not in any particular order of importance):

• Chapter CEU tours and events: We strive to 
deliver an event each month, but at a minimum 
we provide 6-8 events per year for our members 
to earn CEU credits and to progress as 
professionals.

• Annual Scholarships: This year we have 
grown the scholarship fund to $6,000 worth 
of scholarships presented to college students 
studying architecture and who have their primary 
residence in our Chapter’s region. There are 
few, if any, small local volunteer chapters in the 
country awarding this scale of scholarship.

• Annual Film: Each year we present an annual 
film that is in some way related to Architecture 
or Design. This is one of our favorite events, and 
for the past few years, Marywood University’s 
School of Architecture has been generous to 
team with us to provide a place to show these 
films at no cost to the Chapter.

“Make big plans; aim 
high in hope and work, 
remembering that a 
noble, logical diagram 
once recorded will not 
die.”

-Daniel Burnham
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in Joe’s name are being planned at Virginia Tech 
College of Architecture and Urban Planning and 
Marywood University School of Architecture. For 
more information contact: JoeGlubaMemorial@
gmail.com

AIA NEPA Announces Their 2013 Scholarship Awards

Joseph Andrew Mershon Gluba

Joseph Andrew Mershon Gluba

The Northeastern Pennsylvania Chapter of the 
AIA is one of the very few unstaffed chapters 
nationwide to offer a scholarship program. 
Events like the Design Awards Dinner, the Dinner 
sponsorships, the annual Film Festival and the 
concerted efforts and dedication of the Luzerne 
Foundation and the AIANEPA Board, together 
make the scholarship program possible. The 
numbers are quite amazing…Within the last 
eleven years since its inception, AIANEPA has
awarded over $37,000 in scholarships to well 
deserving students of architecture from our local 
area. From its very beginning, the concept of the 
program was to create a perpetual fund that would 
eventually be a self-sustaining and increasingly 
generous fund. To date we are proud to reveal that 
our endowment has now grown to over $65,000,
well beyond this year’s target goal.

This marks the seventh consecutive year for 
the scholarship awards. We are very pleased 
to announce that a shared total of $6,000 will 
be granted to three very talented and deserving 
recipients.

This year’s submission reviewers from our 
Scholarship Committee included current Chapter 
president, Nick Snyder, previous president, 
Avery Gretton, Kara Mann, and past president, 
John Cowder assisted by Luzerne Foundation 
President, founder and CEO, Charles Barber, 
with significant support from Diane Dutko and the 
Luzerne Foundation staff. 

The AIANEPA Board of Directors felt that a special 
posthumous honor should be given at this year’s 
scholarship awards to a very talented young
architect with a vision and dimension that many of 
us would envy. Joseph Andrew Mershon Gluba, 
an assistant professor of Architecture and Interior 
Architecture at Marywood University School of 
Architecture, passed away on July 3, 2013. It 
is so unfortunate that such a promising young 
architect and teacher leaves so many exciting 
ideas left unfinished. We will dedicate this years’ 
scholarship awards in Joe’s honor. Memorial funds 
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Joseph Salvo

degree in Architecture, Jonathan is also seeking a secondary 
degree in Architectural Preservation at Temple University. 
Jonathan writes to the Scholarship Review Committee: “As
our lifestyles are becoming increasingly fast-paced, a prime 
concern for my career goals is to envision the planning of 
close-knit communities that act as slow-lane refuges devoid 
of urban stress, and places of quietude and the rarest of 
commodities: peace of mind.” . Jonathan is also a previous 
AIANEPA Scholarship winner.

ELIZABETH MAE ANDRZEJEWSKI
Elmhurst Township, PA

Elizabeth is not only a dedicated Marywood University junior, 
but she somehow finds time to also serve as a firefighter 
at the Elmhurst-Roaring Brook Volunteer Fire Department 
where she has faced the realities of how a building’s design 
can be the difference between life and death. Elizabeth is 
also a previous AIANEPA Scholarship recipient.

By: John Cowder, AIA

We are very pleased to announce the 2013 AIANEPA 
Scholarship recipients are:

JOSEPH SAVO
Scranton, PA

A 5th year Senior at Marywood University, is one of the 
few married students who still finds time to be a full-time 
architectural student while interning at one of our local firms 
and being a campus security guard at Marywood. Brian 
Szymenik, AIA, Assistant Professor at Marywood says it 
best: “The method, care, and pride he takes in his work 
will continue the tradition of marrying the art and science of 
architecture so prevalent in the NEPA AIA’s work.” Joseph is 
a previous recipient of an AIANEPA scholarship.

JONATHAN MEDASH
Drums, PA

A 5th year student at Temple University, Johnathan started 
out at the Luzerne County Community College Architectural 
Design and Drafting program. While pursuing a primary 
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AIA NEPA Announces Their 2013 Scholarship Awards (cont.)

Jonathan Medash

Michael Rosen, CDT
Architectural Consultant

3901 US Route 11 • Cortland, NY 13045
800.334.3430 • 607.753.6706 • Ext. 352

Fax: 800.333.0174

Cell: 607.745.2660
Email: MichaelR@MarvinNY.com



December 2013 Page 5

Kelly Zeager

kzeager@watsontownbrick.com

Elizabeth Mae Andrzejewski
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AIA Tek Ridge

During the month of June this past summer, the NEPA 
AIA toured the TekRidge Technology Center in Jessup. 
This was followed up by a presentation on the latest 
building technology products that Firestone has to 
offer, sponsored by Performance Roofing. 

The site for the TekRidge Technology Incubator 
building is located in the Jessup Small Business Center 
Jessup, Pennsylvania. The position of the building on 
the site takes full advantage of its location relative to 
solar exposure to the south as well as commanding 
views looking over the north/ west mountains. 

The building incorporates ‘smart green’ technologies 
that will have a direct impact on utility costs and 
generate savings. The technologies range from system 
design impact for the HVAC, electrical and plumbing 
as well as daylight harvesting strategies, abilities for 
views outward, occupancy monitors, solar harvesting, 
recyclable materials, etc. The building design and 
construction utilizes a holistic approach to achieve an 

integrated group of systems. 

The exterior of the facility is composed of elements 
that express the notion of technology as well as 
energy and sustainable efficiencies. That being said, 
the facades include expanses of curtain wall glazing 
and sunscreens to cut down on solar gain. The main 
entrance is an interruption of the expanses of glazing 
with planes of metal planes that reflect and express 
the type of work conducted inside. 

The interior consists of a combination of high and low 
bay, open flexible office space that can be adapted 
to the needs of any prospect tenant. The incubator 
incorporates a combination of differing size spaces 
that range from 350 square feet to 800 square feet. 
The area designated for the smaller tenants has its 
own main entrance separate from the larger tenants. 
Entrances within the incubator and the tenant’s spaces 
can be expressed to allow for individuality within the 
building. 

Tek Ridge, photo courtesy of David Hemmler, AIA and Danielle McNamara 
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Other principle amenities incorporated are a café and 
loading dock. The café features seating areas for 
informal discussions and meetings as well as private 
meeting rooms that are adjacent to a ‘coffee serving’ 
area with vending.

Tek Ridge Technology Center was designed by 
Hemmler+Camayd Architects. The project team was as 
follows: David Hemmler, AIA, partner in charge; Brian 
Doran, project manager/ architect; Angela Sandyl, 
interior designer and Ken Ruby, specification writer. 
The engineers were as follows: Structural: Greenman 
Pedersen Inc.; Civil, HVAC, Electrical, Plumbing and 
Fire Protection: Skibinski and Associates; Landscape 
Architect: McLane and Associates. The general 
contractor was Sordoni Construction Services. The 
building is owned by The Greater Scranton Chamber 
of Commerce. 

After the building tour the group reassembled at 
Cooper’s in downtown Scranton for a presentation 

Tek Ridge, photo courtesy of David Hemmler, AIA and Danielle McNamara 

sponsored by performance roofing. The presentation 
was on the building envelope technologies developed 
by Firestone who is now addressing the entire skin of 
a building. Firestone was the specified manufacturer 
on the metal panel roof and wall system utilized at 
that the entrance as well as the membrane roofing 
throughout the roof area. The presentation and follow-
up discussion was led by Rich Ruppert - architect from 
Firestone Building Products, Matt Knouse - partner/ 
owner of Performance and Jason Bertoki - northeast 
and central PA representative for Performance 
Roofing. 

By Brian D. Doran, AIA, LEED AP
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AIA National Convention Report – July, 2013

“Building Leaders” was the theme of the 2013 AIA 
National Convention held in Denver Colorado June 
20-22, 2013.

After arriving in the wee hours of Thursday morning, 
my convention activities began Thursday morning 
at 6:30 a.m. with on-site registration. Beginning 
with the opening session, it was clear that the focus 
of AIA National leadership for the next three days 
was the future of our profession - centered around 
Emerging Professionals and Young Architects. 
The opening session was a wonderful start to a 
whirlwind of activities; the keynote speaker - Blake 
Mycoskie, founder and chief shoe-giver of TOMS 
– spoke about the profound impact entrepreneurs 
can have on developing societies during a personal 
and very emotional presentation - it was evident his 
commitment to a business model centered on giving 
back in lieu of receiving offered tangible benefits not 
only for the millions of people TOMS has aided, but 
also for those involved in his company.

The business aspect of the convention also 
commenced that morning with the presentation of 
candidates for national office, including speeches 
by all 10 candidates to the delegates and a small-
group question and answer session with each 
candidate, followed by a luncheon for AIA PA 
delegates to further discuss candidate qualifications 
and platforms.

Afternoon activities included a tour of the amazing 
and newly completed Clyfford Still Museum, 
designed to not only display the work of a single 
artist, but also to document his life, conserve and 
preserve his entire collection, and document the 
design of a remarkable building. If you ever get to 
Denver, don’t miss this unique museum and the 
artist’s work it contains. Following two additional 
educational seminars and a light dinner, I was 
certainly ready to call it a day.

I was back at the convention center Friday for a 7:00 
a.m. seminar, followed by that day’s general session 
which included another amazing keynote speech 
by Cameron Sinclair, co-founder of Architecture 
for Humanity. The balance of Friday was devoted 

to the daunting task of tackling the AIA Expo – a 
single showroom with 775 vendor displays. A stop 
by the host chapter area and the AIA Town Hall is 
obligatory; a brief stop at the extremely active, busy 
and crowded Emerging Professional’s Town Square 
was both encouraging and fascinating – the level of 
activity and engagement in our profession being put 
forth by these young future leaders of our profession 
is truly uplifting. After casting my vote to fill AIA 
leadership positions, I was able to attend three 
additional educations sessions prior to attending 
the AIA PA Fellows Reception for a chance to meet 
the newest PA inductees into the AIA’s College of 
Fellows and an opportunity to renew old friendships 
with current PA Fellows members and “fellow” board 
members.

Saturday began yet again with a 7:00 a.m. 
seminar followed by the Annual Business meeting 
where several by-laws amendments and institute 
resolutions were presented and voted upon; it was 
also announced a run-off election for the office of 
president was necessary. I was able to sneak in two 
more educational seminars before attending the 
closing general session, at which the newly elected 
AIA officers were introduced: Elizabeth Chu Richter 
- 2014 AIA First Vice President/President Elect 
and 2015 AIA President; James E. Rains, Jr. FAIA 
– 2014/2015 Vice President; Thomas V. Vonier, 
FAIA – 2014/2015 Vice President; and James P. 
Grounds, AIA – 2014/2015 Treasurer. The session 
concluded with a truly inspiring closing keynote 
speech by General Colin L. Powell, who spoke 
about leadership and the future of America – a truly 
awesome speaker, and what a fantastic end to a 
great convention! 

Now it’s off to ChicAIAgo in 2014.

Roger M. Williams, RA, AIA
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Board of Directors:
President:  Jonathan Loiselle, AIA
Vice President:  Kara Mann, AIA
Treasurer:  Carl J. Handman, AIA
Secretary:  OPEN
Ex Officio:  Nick Snyder, AIA

AIA PA Representative:  
Roger M. Williams, AIA

Current Board Members:
Terms ending in 2014
John Cowder, AIA
Jennifer Davis, Associate AIA
Avery Gretton, AIA

Terms ending in 2015
David Hemmler, AIA
Brian K. Overman, Associate AIA
Laura L. Gillette-Mills, Associate AIA

Terms ending in 2016
Russell B. Roberts, AIA
Mike Muller, Associate AIA

Newsletter Editor Member:   
Joshua Cowder, RA

2014 AIA NEPA Board Members
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andersenwindows.com

For more information contact
Pat Henry, Architectural Sales Representative

570-814-7518   •   phenry@andersencorp.com

Uncompromising
Style, Variety and Performance.

Bottom Rail
Weather Sweep Thermal Barrier

or ADA Threshold

Full Height
Continuous
Hinge

Bolted, Welded, &
Gussetted Corner
Construction

Heavy Duty
Aluminum
Framing

Contact: Conrad Baut
                  BAUT STUDIOS, INC.
                  1095 Main St.
                  Swoyersville, PA 18704
or Call: 1-800-326-9421
or Visit Us at: www.baut.com  for more info

Safety & Security for Our Children
SCHOOL ENTRANCES
Safety & Security for Our Children

BAUT HEAVY DUTY

Complete Heavy
Duty Hardware
Package Standard
on all Doors
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At MPS, engineering, technology, and experience  
work hand in hand as we restore Pennsylvania’s  
architectural heritage.  

 �  Masonry Restoration 
 �  Building Envelope Diagnostics 
 �  Historic Preservation
 �  Facade Maintenance

 (570) 752-3607  �  masonrypreservation.com

Recently completed preservation  
of the historic Osterhout Free  

Library in Wilkes-Barre. 

    Mark J. Sobeck Roof Consulting, Inc. 
      15 South Franklin Street, Suite 210 

      Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701 
      570-829-5777 

      www.marksobeck.com 

“A good roof is better than a good  

warranty.”  Proper design and inspection 

will achieve maximum sustainability of 

your roof system and keep you worry free 

beyond the term of the manufacturer’s 

warranty.  Our roofs are thoroughly  

inspected & carefully designed for very 

long term, trouble free performance.  

 Electronic Capacitance Moisture Scans  
 Bidder Selection 
 Maintenance Specifications & Programs 
 Warranty Audits 
 Construction Inspection—Full or Part Time 
 Contract Administration 
 Leak Detection 
 Expert Reports & Testimony 
 Preventive Maintenance Programs 
 Educational Seminars 

 Roof Inspections  
 Infrared Scans 
 Facility Master Planning 
 Roof Failure Analysis 
 Core Sampling & Testing 
 Re-Roofing Specifications/ Scope of Work 
 System Selection 
 Roof Plans 
 Custom Details 
 Budget Pricing 

Our Services for A&E Firms 
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Josh Cowder, RA
Quad Three Group, Inc.
37 N. Washington St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701

Phone:  570-829-4200 ext. 342
Fax:  570-829-3732
Email:  josh@quad3.com

Sign up for the AIA NEPA e-mail list!
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If you would like to ‘go green’ and only 
receive a digital copy of the AIA NEPA 
Newsletter please send an e-mail to 
Josh Cowder (josh@quad3.com)




